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To the Truſtees of Mr. H. c 
Charity. 


Gentlemen, | | 
S your Importunity is aſſign d 
by Dr. Newton as the chief 
Reaſon for printing his Sermon on 
the Liturgy, it is an undeniable 
Fatt that you have been not only Ac- 
cefſaries but Principals, in publick- 
ly propagating a great deal of Con- 
tempt and Inſult upon the Method 
of free and unpreſcribed Prayer ; 
the Dr. it ſeems would have been 
content with having preached the 
Sermon, and did not print it, till 
upon your continued Application it 
was given up to you; you cannot 
therefore reaſonably take it amiſs 
from me, either as Men, or as Pro- 
teſtants, when I frankly tell you 
you have atted an uncharitable 
Part, in being the Means of pub- 
liſhing ſo violent an Invective a- 


gainſt 
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(2) 
' gainft a Manner of Worſhip, which, 
from your  exgeeſſive Approbation 
of ſuch a Diſcourſe, I am perſuad- 
ed you do not underſtand; I will 
— the Liberty to add, that it is 


your indiſpenſable Duty to examine 


with all Seri ouſneſs, - the Founda- 
tions of your extraordinary Zeal for 


ſet and Preſcribed Forms, and a- 


_ gainfe free and unpreſcribed Prayer. 


And for fear left any of you who 
may not be acquainted with Greek, 


ſhould ſuſpect there is any latent 
Reflection contained in my Motto, I 


think myſelf obliged to preſent you 
with a Tranſlation 4 wb which is 


as follows, 
any Man is able to confute 


* me, and make it appear to me, 


© that I do not apprehend, or act 


© aright, I will gladly be convinced, 
© for I ſeek the Truth, by which no 
© Man ever was injured, but he is 


© injured that perfifteth in his own- , 
Error at Nor ance. 


AN 


ANSWER 


T O 


Dr. NEFTOMN's Sermon, 
Se. 


HEN I attended on the 

laſt annual Sermon on 
the eſtabliſh'd Liturgy, 
according to the Donation of Mr. 
Hutchins, the poſitive Aſſertions of 
the Preacher, the abſurd and incon- 
cluſive Arguments by which he at- 
tempted to fix the Charge of In- 
coherence, Abſurdity, and Unin- 
telligibleneſs, on that Method of 
Prayer which is approved and prac- 
tiſed by all his proteſtant Brethren - 
in this Kingdom, both of the Eſta- 
bliſhment | in the Worth, and the 
B proteſtant 


(4) 


proteſtant Diſſenters in South- 
Britain; together with the cenſori- 
ous and uncharitable Reflections ſo 
plentifully thrown out againſt them, 
made me wiſh that the Sermon 
might be publiſhed, that there 
might be an Opportunity of vin- 
dicating our Worſhip from thoſe 
injurious Aſperſions with which the 
Dr. had loaded it, in one of the 
moſt publick Audiences in the City 
and Kingdom; and though there 
be no Attempt to Argument in the 
Dedication to the Gentlemen that 
are Truſtees of Mr. Hutchins's 
Charity, I cannot but take Notice 


of that ill-tim'd Modeſty which ap- 


rs in it. I am at a Loſs to con- 
ceive what Reaſon can be aſſigned 
for his apparent Backwardneſs to 
the Publication of this Diſcourſe: 
Undoubtedly as there is but one of 
theſe Sermons preached in the Vear, 
there was Notice ſufficient * 
1 or 


(5) 
for compoſing ; and if upon Re- 


collection any thing appear'd to him 
inconclu five or dubious, That 
would be an undeniable Reaſon for 
not publiſhing it at all: To what 
Purpoſe was it then to repreſent it 
as extorted by the Importunity of 
the Truſtees, to ſay, I deferred it 
in hopes that you would think better 
75 it, or upon your continued Ap- 
plication it is given up to you ; Or 
where is the Conſiſtency for a Man 
to be ſo exceſſively baſhful in the 
Dedication, and ſo poſitive and ma- 
giſterial in the Sermon? He begins 
his Diſcourſe with a Principle to 
which I heartily aſſent, Prayer is 
a Duty neceſſarily ari fing from the 
Relation of Man to God; and Pray- 
er is as much our Duty as we are 
Members of Society, as private 
Prayer is our Duty, as we are in- 
dividual and ſingle Perſons. I ac- 


g nant, @ the Obligation both of 


2 private 


are the firſt Ideas in the Order of 


66) 
private and publick Prayer as a- 
riſing from the Conſtitution of in- 
telligent Beings. Gratitude I con- 
ceive to be the primary Foundation 
of our being obliged thereto, be- 
cauſe Conſciouſneſs of having de- 
rived Exiſtence, and of continually 
receiving Benefits from the Creator, 


Nature that dictate our being o- 
bliged to the Exerciſe of Prayer. 
Veneration or Adoration of this 
glorious, all- perfect, and gracious 
Being, is, I apprehend, the next 
thing which ariſes from the Law 
of our Frame, and in both theſe 
parts of Prayer, it cannot be diſ- 
puted, but that the firſt of the hu- 
man Species were obliged to exer- 
ciſe themſelves equally with thoſe 
of any ſucceeding Times, but it 
was impoſſible there ſhould be any 
preſcribed Forms tor publick Pray- 
er till ſuch Time as Writing was 

invented, 


(7) 
invented, which, as far as I could 
ever learn, was not till after many 
Ages, and moſt probably not till 
the Time of Meſes, a long Period 
of two thouſand Years : Publick 
Prayer is allowed to have been a 
Duty by the Law of Nature, a Du- 
ty evidently ariſing from the Rela- 
tion of Creatures. to their Creator : 
It muſt then have been either total- 
ly neglected all this Time, which 
is a very ſhocking 7 bees or 
elſe it muſt have been performed in 
that manner which it is the Deſign 
of the Dr. 's Sermon to repreſent 
as no Prayer at all. 

A Revelation from God to di- 
rect Mankind in the Diſcharge of 
their Duty towards him was un- 
queſtionably always deſireable, and 
therefore it was a commendable 
Requeſt in the Diſciples, Lord 
teach us to pray; but to ſay as the 
Dr. does, p. 8. that our Lord in 

them 
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„ 
them hath taught us not only the 
true Obje of Worſhip, but alfo 


the beſt Method of worſhipping him; 


not only what Petitions we are to 
offer at the Throne of Grace, but 
alſo the Form and Manner where- 
in we are t0 offer them, is ſaying 
a great deal more than he can juſ- 
tify. As for the Object of Worſhip 
there is no Diſcovery made at all, 
neither does our Lord fo properly 
teach hem, or us, the Petitions 
we are to offer, as exemplify in Mi- 
niature the Subſtance of what we 
are to enlarge upon in the various 
Parts of Prayer: As to the Form 
and Manner wherein we are to of- 


fer them, the Dr. cannot mean 


what the Words ſeem to intend, 
that we are to offer theſe Petitions 
and none elſe, for then there would 
be no occaſion for any Liturgy at 
all; if he means that it is unlawful 

_ ITS ; of 


(9) 

to vary from the Method of peti- 
tioning laid down in this Specimen 
or Summary of Prayer given by our 
Lord, Facts will be againſt him as 
well as Reaſon ; for the Apoſtles 
did not confine themſelves thereto, 
neither will there appear to be any 
Abſurdity from the Nature of 
Things in varying from it ; neither 
does this Directory contain any new 
Diſcovery in any one Branch of 
Prayer; and though it be a perfect 
Pattern of the various parts which 
enter into the Compoſition of Pray- 
er on the Foot of the Law of Na- 
ture, yet there is one eſſential part 
of a Chriſtian Prayer wanting, 
which indeed could not take place 
till after our Lord's Aſcenſion, 
which is that of offering it through 

a Mediator. 
And yet (lays the Dr. p. 9.) 
there are Men who pretend to be ſo 
much wiſer than the reſt of Man- 
E kind, 
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1 | kind, as to want none of theſe A 
ft fiftances and Inſtructions; they are 
1H | for pouring out their Spirit in ex- 
J temporary Prayer, and utterly con- 
demn all Forms. Who thoſe ſort 
dll | of People are he intends as pre- 
| tending to be ſo much wiſer than - 
1 others, I cannot imagine; I never 
14 met with any Believer of Chriſtia- 
| nity, but what profeſſed to be 
[1 thankful for every part of the Re- 
a velation, and particularly acknow- 
| ledged the Uſefulneſs of the Lord's 
l | Prayer, as a comprehenſive Sum- 
| mary of Prayer in general, and al- 
[| lowed the ſame of every Prayer we 
vl meet with either in the Old Teſta- 
ment or in the New. I know of 
none that prefer praying without 
h a preſcribed Form, but what 
would defire, as far as they are 
| applicable to their Caſes and Occa- 
Ul | ſions, to make uſe of the ſame Ex- 
il preſſions as they did: but 1 wy 
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( 11) 

aſk the Dr's Pardon if I can- 
not agree to his making a Conclu- 
ſion from the Forms of Prayer re- 
corded in Scripture, in favour of 
Forms of Prayer or Liturgies of 
human Compoſure, as though theſe 
had any Pretenſions to the like Re- 
gard, or that any Set of Chriſtians 
however dignified or diſtinguiſh'd, 
have any manner of Right to de- 
mand the ſame Reſpect: They are 
at Liberty to compoſe what Forms 
they pleaſe, and to uſe them in Con- 
junction with thoſe that approve 
them, but by no means to impoſe 
them on others, or to reſtrain them 
from any different Method, which 
they apprehend more effectually to 
anſwer the great End, and Deſign 
of publick Prayer. 

It the Dr. will pleaſe to re- 
view Eccles. v. 2. he will find it 
either quite foreign to his Purpoſe, 
or directly againſt him; for if it be 
f intended 


n 3 — —— —_ — * 
- . . : ” 
+ # 5 
* 


— — —— —U—ää—ꝓñ4— 


(12) 
intended only of making Vows, it 
has nothing to do with Prayer in 
the Senſe in which the Dr. is treat- 
ing of it, if it be meant of Prayer 
in general, it is a Teſtimony point- 
blank againſt him, and neceſſarily 
implies that it was both lawful and 
cuſtomary to pray without a pre- 
ſcribed Form, and only forbids raſh 
and undeliberate Expreſſions ; 1t en- 
Joins Seriouſneſs and Devotion, in 
oppoſition to precipitate and incon- 
ſiderate Prayer. 

Neither is he more happy in bis 
Quotation from the apocryphal 
Book of Wiſdom, Ecclus. xviu. 23. 
Before thou prayeft prepare thy 
elt, and be not as one that tempt- 
eth the Lord. For neither the 
Lawfulneſs, nor Expediency of ſet 
Forms of Prayer follows from what 
the Yewiſh Writer here ſays, the 
Meaning whereof is no more than 
this, that a Man that is about to 


ded | 


(13) 

pray ought firſt to conſider what he 
11 going to pray for, as to the Fitneſs 
ot its being requeſted, and the moſt 
proper Expreſſions to be uſed on the 
Occaſion, for on a Deficiency in ei- 
ther of theſe Reſpects he may be juſt- 
I;) ſaid to tempt the Lord, i. e. to 
deſpiſe or offend God: But does 
this Advice determine in favour of 
fet Forms of Prayer ? By no means, 
I ſhould much — conclude that 
it affords a very good Argument in 
| behalf of Prayer without a — or 

; = preſcribed Form. 
As to the Form of imploring the 
Bleſſing of God upon the People, 
Numb. vi. 24. X. 35, 36. of Pray- 
er on Occaſion of an uncertain Mur- 
der, Deut. xxi. 7, 8. or of him that 
offered the firſt Fruits that are com- 
manded by the Law of Moſes, it was 
certainly the Duty of the Subjects 
of that Law to uſe them, and what 
is to be inferred from hence? Not 
C2 that 


—— 
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that becauſe God has a Right to in- 
join the uſe of ſet and preſcribed 
Forms, that therefore Men have the 
ſame Right, this would be to aſſert 
a Claim which indeed Papiſts have 
the Aſſurance to ſet up for, but is 
abſolutely inconſiſtent with the Mo- 
deſty of Proteſtants, who can no o- 
ther way vindicate themſelves in ſe- 
parating from the Antichriſtian U- 
ſurpations of the Church of Rome, 
but by adhering to the Liberty of 

privat. Judgment. Seeing then they 

48 | Pretenſions to Infallibili- 
ty (a Pretenſion abſolutely neceſſary 
for every Body of Men that would 
arrogate to themſelves the Power of 
preſcribing to others) how can ſuch 
as acknowledge themſelves deſtitute 


of this neceſſary Qualification, pre- 


tend to an Authority to dictate to 
their Chriſtian Brethren the Forms 
of Prayer in which they are to ad- 


dreſs their heavenly Father! Or can 


they 


( 15) 

they produce the leaſt Shadow of 
Argument for ſuch pretended Au- 
thority, but what is borrowed from 
the Romiſh Magazine, and by vir- 
tue of which the Papiſts, with much 
more Conſiſtency, and a far better 
Grace, will fix on them thoſe con- 
temptuous Appellations, thoſe Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Scarecrow-Words, Schiſ- 
matick, Heretick, Fanatick, En- 
thuſiaſt, &c. with which certain 
proteſtant Divines have been pretty 
free in branding thoſe that diſclaim 
their Authority, and therefore diſ- 
ſent from their Communion. 

But to go on; Mor were there e- 
ver any Chriſtians (ſays the Dr. 
p. 13.) who queſtioned and oppoſed 
the Uſe of ſet Forms of Prayer till 
a Century or two ago, I know of 
none that think it unlawful to uſe a 
precompoſed Form in the Congrega- 
tion, but what would the Dr. infer 
from it? Would he infift that the 


Forms 


616) 
Forms preſcribed to be uſed in the 
South of our Iſland are ſuch as ought 
not to be objected to, or that Chri- 
ſtians are obliged to uſe none but /e: 
Forms in publick Worſhip, or that 
they always from the: beginning of 
Chriſtianity uſed ſuch and no other? 
Would he argue from the Lawfulneſs 
of ſet Forms in general, to the Good- 
neſs or Propriety of our eſtabliſhed 
Forms in particular? This is a very 
wild and inconcluſive Way of rea- 
ſoning; He will readily allow that 
Forms of Prayer may be unjuſtifia- 
ble, ſuch as thoſe of the Papiſts to 
Saints and Angels; and is there not 
a Poſſibility that Prayers compoſed 
in England may from the Matter of 
their Compoſition, be ſuch as can- 
not be uſed conſiſtently with a good 
Conſcience? I appeal to the Dr. 


himſelf, whether he does not know 
a Church which has near forty Ar- 
Wes which muſt be ſubſeribed to 


by 
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and Induction, in which Number 
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by all that would have Inſtitution 


the Doctrinal Articles are abſolutely 
Predeſtinarian. Upon a moderate 
Computation does one Clergyman 
in fifty believe theſe Doctrines? 
With what Integrity then do theſe 
Divines ſubſcribe them ? And I be- 
lieve it has always been a Misfortune 
attending Forms of Prayer drawn up 
for national Churches, that they con- 
tain Principles intended to ſupport a 
particular Syſtem of Tenets, in con- 
ſequence of which it muſt be ſup- 
poſed the Compilers will induſtriouſ- * 
ly inſert thoſe Principles, and fre- 
quently intermix them with the 
Prayers, which is evidently the Caſe 
of the Prayers and Collects of a cer- 
tain Church. 

As to the univerſal Practice of 
the Church from the earlieſt Ages, 
which he next aſſerts to be in his 
Favour, no Regard whatſoever ought 

| to 


6 
to be had to the Ages of Antichri- 
ſtian Superſtition and Popiſh Dark- 
neſs; for the Example of the Pa- 
piſts ſor a thouſand or twelve hun- 
dred Vears back will be no better a 
Plea for preſcribed Forms of Prayer, 
than it will be for having publicł 
Prayers in an unknown Tongue : 
and if we appeal to the firſt Ages, 
Fuſtin Martyr, who lived in the 
beginning of the ſecond Century, 
who profeſſedly wrote a Vindica- 
tion of Chriſtianity againſt Heathen- 
iſm, tells us in his Account of the 
Worſhip of thoſe truly primitive 
Chriſtians, that the Miniſter pray'd 
as the Mouth of the Congregation 
and without a Form. His Words are, 
in his Deſcription of the Worſhip in 
the Chriſtian Aſſemblies on the firſt 
Day of the Week, Ka: o e, w325 
c x EY EFISIRS, oon IVZPLIS QUT, a- 
TATE, X21 0 ARG ere nuts Atywy TO Rpny. 


And the Miniſter lifts up Prayers and 
Thankſ- 


„ 5 ee; 
Thankſgivings, according to his A- 
bility, and the People teſtify their 
Aſſent, by ſaying Amen. Sares 
Lond. Ed. Folio 1722, p. 98. 
He comes next, 5 14. to argue 


from the Reaſon of the Thing, A 
preſcribed Form of Worſhip is not 
ſubjet to the ſame Inconveniencies 
with extemporary Effuſions; the 
great Danger of unpremeditated 
Prayer is, left it ſhould degenerate 
into a Rhapſody of Abſurdities and 
Enthufiaſm. Extemporary and un- 
premeditated are with the Dr. 
Words ſynonymous, which 1s in ef- 
fe& to bring a very injurious Charge 
upon his Fellow-Chriſtians who 
chuſe to pray without a preſcribed 
Form. How in the Name of Charity, 
does it follow, that becauſe I don't 
chuſe to be tin up to a ſet Form in 
Prayer, I ſhould therefore pray with- 
out previous Meditation and Prepa- 
ration? Is it not allowed on both 
D ſides, 


(20) 
fides, that Prayer is a Duty? Are 
we not required both by Precepts and 
Examples without Number, to offer 
up our Prayers to God? And are 
we not commanded in every thing 
by Prayer and Supplication with 
Thankſgiving to make known our 
Nane, unto God? Phil. iv. 6. Is 
not the Care of providing for our fu- 
tute Happineſs the great, the only 

uſtifiable End of living? And does 
not follow from hence, that we 
ought to ſtudy the divine Perfec- 
tions, 'to be both frequent and fer- 
vent in our Addreſſes to God? And 
can we addreſs the divine Being in a 
Language more ſuitable, or in Words 
more proper, than thoſe which are to 
be learned from the Scripture? Let 
a Man peruſe his Bible with a direct 
Intention of collecting the Deſcrip- 
tions of the divine Attributes as they 
occur, with the Definitions df the 
ſeveral. Duties there enjoined, ſet 
CoD! q them 


( 21 ) 
them down under their ref pective 
Heads, and ſtudy them with ſome 
tolerable Meafure of that Care and 
Diligence which becometh every 
Chriſtian, and eſpecially a Miniſter, 
and he may ſoon acquire a much 
better Capacity of expreſſing him- 
ſelf in his Addrefles to God, either 
perſonally, or as the Mouth of athers, 
than by the Aſſiſtance of any Forms 
that have been yet produced, or 1 
believe ever will: And where will 
be the Danger, after ſuch an habi- 
tual Preparation for the Exerciſe of 
Prayer, of Abſurdities and Enthu- 
ſiaſm, which the Dr. repreſents as 
the probable Conſequence of praying 
without a Form? Or where is the 
Neceſſity that a Man muſt be an 
uncommon and power ful Maſter of 
Thought and Ek” who ig able. 
to ſpeak on a Judden, and yet ſpeak 
nothing improper in an Addreſs 70 
the Majeſty of Heaven? Let him 
| D 2 7” 
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but faithfully ſtudy the divine Per- 
fections, the Scriptures, and himſelf, 
and a Perſon of no uncommon Ca- 
pacity may be prepared on any Oc- 
caſion that may occur, which affects 
either the publick or any private Per- 
ſons, to call upon God in a manner 
tending to Edification. 

A Man ſhould be aſhamed (ſays 
he in the next Sentence) of appear- 
ing with ſuch indigeſted Crudities 
before his earthly Sovereign. I allow 
that indigeſted Crudities, Enthuſi- 
aſim, and a Rhapſody of Abſurdities 
are by no means Offerings proper to 
be made to God. And tis a very 
hard and unchriſtian Charge the 
Dr. would endeavour by theſe moſt 
flagrant Terms of Reproach to inſi- 
nuate againſt his Fellow -Proteſtants 
and Fellow-Chriſtians, who think 
it on many accounts more eligible to 
have their publick Prayers free and 
unpreſcribed. Such indeed are the aſ- 


ſuming 


(23) 
ſuming Airs of the eſtabliſhed Cler- 


gy, that though perhaps not one in 
five hundred o* them have ever con- 
deſcended. to honour our Churches 
with their Preſence, yet many of 
them take the unwarrantable Liberty 


of condemning us unheard, and 


Speak Evil of the Things they know 


Not. 


But however, we are obliged to the 
Dr. for a little Relaxation of his Ri- 


gour in the next Sentence. But if 


there ſhould be nothing abſurd and 
unbecoming, 'tis well there is a Poſ- 
fibility of its being ſo, yet ſtill it will 
be as bad on another Account, and 
if what is here aſſerted be true, the 
Practice of free Prayer muſt be 
given up. The Audience (ſays the 
Dr. p. 15.) muſt firſt endeavour to 


under ſtand the Words. Agreed; and 


where is the Difficulty of that, for 
it is now granted that there may be 
nothing n in them: Muſt not 
the 


(24) 
the People that attend Forms of 
Prayer endeavour to underſtand 
the Words of ſuch Prayers? Well, 
but ſomething more is to be done, 
then they muſt weigh and conſider 
the Meaning of them. Sure the Dr. 
is diſpoſed to multiply Difficulties 
on our {ide of the Queſtion; Pray | 
where is the Difference betwixt an- 


 derflanding the Words, and confi- 


dering the Meaning of them? But 
ſomething elſe remains, and then 
they muſt deliberate whether ſuch 
Requeſts are proper for Perſons in 
their Condition, before they can lau- 
fully join in them. Here, let it be 
particularly obſerved, is one Act of 
the Mind converted into three, for 
the ſake of loading the Method of 
Praying without a preſcribed Form 
with inſuperable Difficulties ; I will 


appeal to every Man of common Un- 
derſtanding, whether any greater 


Space is required for under/tanding, 
weighing 


(25) 

r and confidering, and de- 
liberating on the Meaning and Pro- 
priety of the Expreſſions of the Mi- 
niſter in Prayer, than thoſe natural 
and very — Pauſes which are ne- 
ceflurily to be made betwixt the — 
of one Sentence and the beginni 

of another; or whether, by pari pariy of 
Reaſon, according to this ſort o 


7 guing, the Dr. ought not to print 


every one of his Sermons before he 
preaches them, or elſe his Hearers 
will be bewilder'd i in this very Wood 
of Difficulties, and be able to make 
no manner of Improvement by his 
moſt elaborate Performances ; for ac- 
cording to him, the Hearer , 
firſ# endeavour. to underſtand the 
IVords, then weigh and confider the 
Senſe and. + ig of them, and 
then deliberate whether. what is deli- 
vered be agreeable to Scripture and 
Reaſon, before he can be capable 
of receiving any Benefit from his 

Diſcourſe, 


Pg ADA 
Diſcourſe, and by this time '(I might | 
as well have ald, and then) after | 
the firſt Sentence or two, the Dr. 
proceeding on in his. Sermon, the 
poor Hearer 1s diſtanced, and the 
Dr. got quite out of Sight. 
But what gives an Ainsonteſtable 


| Atteſtation to the Lawfulneſs of p pray- 


ing without a preſcribed Form, 1s, 
that we have ſeveral Prayers of con- 
fiderable Length recorded in Scrip- 
ture which were not read to the Peo- 
ple, neither had the People any Co- 
pies to read when they joined in chem, F 
which the Dr. would perſuade us is | 
the only poſſible Method for the Con- 
gregation to be able to join in Pray- 
er; though with all Seriouſneſs 1 
would obſerve, that thoſe that are not 
able to read, would upon this Scheme 
be fadly put to it, and I imagine 
uncapable of joining in publick Pray- | 
ers at all: But the Prayers I am | 
ſpeaking of were pronounc'd after 

the 


(27). 
the Method of free Prayer, which I 
preſume would never have been done, 
if thoſe imaginary Difficulties ſo ſo- 
lemnly ſtated by the Dr. had any 
manner of Reality in them. Such 
as theſe are the Prayers of Solomon 
at the Dedication of the Temple 
2 Chron. vi. 14, &c. of Ezra ix. 
6, Sc. and that in Nehemiah ix. 
6, Sc. | 
The next Step of the Dr's. is to 
ſet forth the Advantages attending 
his own Method of Prayer, which 
he fo mightily extols, at the Expence 
and even to the Condemnation of 
the other. And firſt, -he will have 
it that the Objection of its having a 
Tendency to damp or quench our 
Devotion is without any Founda- 
tion, ſo far from it, that, he ſays, 
it rather aſſiſts and inflames it, the 
Matter and the Words are both pre- 
pared to our Hands, we know before 
what is to follow that we may law- 
90 E Fully 


( 23) 


fully join in it, and no other Atten- 


tion is required but to raiſe our 
Affections. This laſt Sentence comes 
in. but very oddly in this Place, the 
Deſign indeed is eaſily perceived, ſo 
far as it is a tranſient Alluſion to 
what he had more explicitly obſerved 
before, in reſpect of the Difficulties 


of underſtanding, weighing and con- 


fidering, and deliberating on the 


Words of a Prayer, which he im- 
putes to the Method of praying with- 
out à preſcribed Form, but as that 
has been already confuted, tis need- 
leſs to repeat it; but if we take this 
laſt Sentence in Connection with 
what he is here treating of, it is in 
Effect a Confutation of himſelf ; for 
the Objectors to Forms of Prayer as 
they tend to damp and deaden De- 
voticn, lay the Strength of their 
Objection in their being ſo well 


known and ſo commonly repeated 


Suppoſe a Man was never to hear 
SECS above 


SH; ("39 ) 

above one or two Sermons from his 
Miniſter, how excellent ſoever he 
might think them the firſt or ſecond 
hearing, it would become tedious to 
hear them five hundred times each. 
I believe there is no Man living but 
what would chooſe rather to hear one 
of inferior Abilities give him a va- 
riety of Diſcourſes, than to be con- 
fined to the beſt Preacher in the 
World from whom he was never to 
hear above two or three; and from 
all the inſight I am capable of pro- 
curing, either by conſidering it with- 
in my ſelf, or by what I have heard 
from others, this is the univerſal 
Caſe of Mankind; ; neither can I con- 
ceive, that a Perſon ſuppoſed to be 
highly affected at the firſt or ſecond 


hearing of a Diſcourſe, could by 


any poſlible Ecidaivours ever keep 
up his Attention after many times 
hearing it, or be affected in any pro- 
portionable Degree as he was at firſt. 


E 2 The 


The * * puts upon this is 
very 2 And let me aſt, 
( ſays he, p. 16.) is not the Spirit 

of the Congregation equally flinted, 
whether the N inifter pray in an ex- 
temporary. or in a compoſed regular 
Ferm“ I readily. anſwer no, in no 
degree of Compariſon ; if there be 
no Prayers to be uſed but thoſe. that 
are ready made to his Hands, and 
the Miniſter is never to interſperſe 
any Petitions according to the infi- 
nite variety of Circumſtances to 
which that part of the Church and 
the World is incident, the reaſon- 
able Expectations of having the pub- 
lick Prayers accommodated to thoſe 
perpetually -altering Circumſtances 
cannot be anſwered, and the moſt 
probable Effect in every Mind turn'd 
to Reflection and Devotion, would 
be rather to lament the general, vague, 
and indeterminate Petitions that are 
altera, inſtead of ſuch as he might | 


conceive 


| (87) 
conceive would be incomparably 
more ſuitable, alecting, and inte- 
reſti ing. ar 

But I muſt go on to another Que- 
Aion. And which 1g. more Ft. and 
proper for the People to receive a 
Form of Prayer from. the Wi 770 dom 
and Authority of the whale Chaxch, 
or to depend upon the 15 ſcretiau of 
every ſingle Miniſter? I Kno of no 

Wiſdom nor 1 5 5 F the whole 
Church. : I know 9 A. SA 
FR: kf they 


& 


—4 therein, nor may 6 po El 
thereby, is not to be — 42 75 any 
Man. Now as either one or the o- 
ther of theſe Articles cannat be true, 


10 own I think the former i is not, and 
that 


(32) 
that agreeably to the other, which 
3 the Doctrine of the Right 


of private B in every Chri- 


ſtian, is the only Principle 
whereby Proteſtants are to be juſti- 
fed in ſeparating from the moſt un- 
Juſt and tyrannical Uſurpations of 
Papiſts over the Underſtandings and 
Conſciences of Men, it is moſt clear 
wo evident that it is both the Right 
5 Golly of every Chriſtian, to wor- 
in that manner which upon 
FA Grounds. appears moſt conſo- 
nant. to Scripture and Reaſon, that 
no greater or lefſer Number of Chri- 
ſtians have any Shadow of Authority 
to Preſeri be to others either the Mat- 
ter or the Manner of their Worſhip, 
but every one is obliged as a Diſci- 
ple e and Subject of Chriſt, to aſſo- 
ciate with thoſe religious Aſſemblies, 
in which the Worſhip of God 1s ce- 


Fired ina Method moſt correſpon- | 
ne” 


633) 

th to the Intention of publick Wor- 

1 

in the ſame page it is aſſerted, that 
a precompoſed Form of Prayer is 
more for the Honour of Almighty 
God, expreſſes more Reverence and 
Devotion, preſerves greater Propri- 
ety and Decency of Language, and 
in ſhort ſurpaſſes extemporary Pray- 
er, as much as ſound Piety and Re- 
ligion excels the Freaks 3 Rants 
of Fanaticiſm and Enthuſiaſm. 
What a genteel Politeneſs and Deli- 
cacy of Style does this zealous Ad- 
vocate for his own ſort of Devotion 
breath! how crowded with ſuch 
Ornaments is his Argumentation! 
Freaks, Rant, Fanaticiſim, and En- 
thufiaſm, all in one piece of a Sen- 
tence! But ſoft and fair, I am not 
without Hopes that upon reconſider- 
ing the Subject he may wiſh he had 
not been quite fo laviſh of this ſort 
of Ane. God is moſt Ho- 


note red, 


(64). 
noured, when he is moſt fincerely 
and devoutly worſhipped, The Que- 
ſtion then betwixt us being 8 
praying by preſcribed Forms, 
without, is moſt likely to excite De. 
votion, Good reaſoning, and not 
dogmatical Aſſertion and contu- 
melious Railing, will ſerve the Turn; 
the Propriety of the Language in 
which the Liturgy is compoſed, de- 
pended upon the Capacity of thoſe 
that drew it up, it may not be poſſi- 
ble at the Diſtance of two hundred 
Years to prove that there were, or 
were not Perſons then living more 
capable, as to the Style, than the 
Compilers; but admitting that the 
Language was as good as that Age 
was capable of producing, certain it 
is that all living Languages are con- 
tinually altering, and all Words are 
no more than arbitrary Signs of I- 
deas connected with thoſe Sounds, 
which from the Introduction of par- 


ticular 


( 35) 


ticular Individuals at firſt were re- 
ceived and uſed by others as the me- 
diums of imparting Sentiments from 
one to another, and ſo became ge- 
nerally underſtood by {mall Bodies 
and Societies of Men, which by de- 
grees 3 and grew up into 
Nations. As this is the only rati- 
onal Origin to which we can trace 
back the many different national 
Languages, and the Genius of this 
Nation in particular, has diſcovered 
a remarkable Inclination to receive 
new Words, and to adopt them in 
the room of others, which they 
thought not ſo conveniently or ſo 
conciſely adapted to expreſs the I- 
deas they were intended to convey 
and as our Acquaintance with the 
learned Languages has increaſed to 


a vaſt degree during this long period 


of two hundred Years, and our Com- 


merce has been as greatly extended, 


we have commendably introduced a 
| | F Multitude 


(630) 
Multitude of new Words taken from 
the ancient as well as modern Lan- 
guages, and a proportionable num- 
ber of old Words are of Courſe be- 
come obſolete and unintelligible to 
the common People, or which is al- 
together as bad, ſome of the old 
Words are {till uſed, but in a very 
different, and ſometimes direct con- 
trary Signification, inſomuch that 
it would not be difficult to compoſe 
a Prayer or a Diſcourſe of thoſe kind 
of Words out of the Liturgy, which 
if heard by the Learned, would be 
very difficultly underſtood; and to 
the Vulgar would be as unintelligible 
as the Latin Service is to the vulgar 
Papiſts. But as the dangerous ten- 
dency of preſcribed Forms of Prayer 
cannot be expected to be ſo much at- 
tended to when repreſented by an Op- 
poſer of them, as when ſet forth by 
one of the greateſt Ornaments of the 
Church that adheres to them, I ſhall 
9D | quote 
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quote an excellent Paſſage from the 
learned Dr. Prideaux, which direct- 
ly anſwers my purpoſe of ſhewing, 
in the Light in which I am now ar- 
ing, the monſtrous Inconvenience 
which neceſſarily follows the flick- 
ing rigidly to ancient Forms. His 
Words are in his Account of the Re- 
ligion of the Magians. © For all 
© their Publick Prayers are even to 


this Day in the old Per ſian Lan- 


© guage, in which Zoroaſtres firſt 
© compoſed them above two thou- 
© ſand two hundred Years ſince, of 
* which the common People do not 
© now underſtand one Word. And 
© in this Abſurdity alſo have they the 
© Romaniſts Partakers with them, 
When Zoroaſtres compoſed his Li- 
© turgy, the old Per ſic was then in- 
* deed the vulgar Language of all 
':tholo Countries, where this Litur- 
© gy was uſed. And ſo was the La- 
in thaoughout all the Weſtern 


E—2 * Empire, 


638) 


Empire, when the Latin Service 
© was firſt uſed therein. But when 
the Language changed, they would 
© not conſider, that the Change 
© which was made thereby in the rea- 
* ſon of the thing, did require that 
© a Change ſhould be made in their 
. — alſo, but retained it the 
© ſame, aſter it ceaſed to be under- 
© ſtood, as it was before. And 

cif that Stiffneſs of Humour, which 

is now among to many of us againſt 

* altering any thing in our Liturgy 
© ſhould continue, it muſt at laſt 
* bring us to the ſame paſs. For all 
Languages being in fluxu, they 
do in every Age alter from what 
© they were in the former ; and there- 
| © fore as we do not now underſtand 
the Engliſh, which was ſpoken by 
© our Anceſtors three or four hun- 
© dred Years ago, ſo in all likeli- 
© hood will not our Poſterity three 
© or four hundred Years hence un- 


© derſtand 


(39) 
derſtand that which is now ſpoken 
© by us. And therefore ſhould our 
* Liturgy be ſtill continued without 
any Change or Alteration, it will 


© then be as much in an unknown 


Language as now the Roman Ser- 
© vice is to the Vulgar of that Com- 
* munion.' Prid. Con. p. 309. 
Ea. 9. Os: 
But the Dr. will have it, p. 17. 
that a preſcribed Form is better, not 
only for the People, but for the Mi- 
niſters too, for as it prevents any 
vain Oſtentation of their Talents in 
the more learned, ſo it ſupplies the 
more ignorant with what perhaps 
they could ill compoſe of themſelves ; 
As for vain Oftentation, it is what 
no good Man will be guilty of, but 
then are not Miniſters of ſuperior 


Abilities cramp'd and fetter'd by 


being tied down to old obſolete - 


Forms, would their ſuperior Abili- 
ties be of no Advantage towards ex- 


citing | 


(49) 

citing the Devotion and animating 
the Petitions of Chriſtians? May 
we not as well argue that they are 
not uſeful, or perhaps that they are 
dangerons in Sermons ; and- there- 
fore that the Method with reſpect to 
Sermons uſed at the time when the 
Publick Prayers were compoſed, 
might till be right, and ſo there 
muſt be no other preaching, as well 
as praying, but by Form, that is by 

Homilies. | 
The Diſtinction made by the Dr. 
in the laſt quoted Paſſage betwixt 
the more learned and the more ig- 
norant Miniſters, puts me in mind 
of the State of things in thoſe times 
when the Liturgy and Homilies 
were compiled. It is a well known 
Fact in Hiſtory, that the groſſeſt 
and moſt ſtupid Ignorance prevailed 
almoſt univerſally, even amongſt 
the Romiſh Clergy before the Refor- 
mation; ſo that when the Reforma- 
tion 


( 47) 
tion happily took place, there were 
not a number of Men of Letters 
to be found in any Proportion to the 
number of Churches in this King- 
dom; for that Reafon Homilies were 
compoſed for the neceſſary Inſtruc- | 
tion of the People, and the Aſſiſt- | 
ance of thoſe who from their Piety | 
might be well qualified, but from 

their Learning not. That this was the 

Caſe moſt remarkably appears, even 

from the Authority of a Proclama- 

tion, which enjoined the Miniſters of 

that Age diligently to read over in 
the Week the Homily for the next | 
Lord's Day, that they might not q 
commit Blunders when they came to | 
read it to the Congregation. See- 
ing then that this was the avowed 
Caſe, with relation to the Homilies, 
I think it is the plaineſt and moſt ra- 
tional way of accounting for the | 
compoling of Publick Prayers, that 
it was done with the ſame View, 
from 


( 42 ) 


from an Apprehenſion of the ſame 
Neceſſity, not with an Intention 


that ir ſhould be drawn into a Prece- 
dent for future Ages, but only to af- 
ford preſent Aſſiſtance to a Body of 


Clergy then incapable of ſupporting. 


the miniſterial Character with any 


Reputation without it ; that this was 


the Caſe in reſpect of praying, as 


well as preaching, will appear fur- 
ther probable, by confidering the 
Cuſtom (which is not now entirely 
worn out, though dwindled almoſt 
to nothing) for the Miniſter to pray 
without a preſcribed Form in the 
Pulpit, immediately before Sermon. 
That this Method was originally in- 
tended to promote free and unpre- 
ſcribed Prayer, is what no Man I 
imagine can diſpute, the very doing 
it is 1% facto an Acknowledgment 
of its Lawfulneſs, and the Inſtitu- 
tion of it was, I conceive, a mani- 


feſt Teſtimony. that the Inſtitutors 
| thought 


i 

thought i it preferable to praying by a 
preſcribed Form, and hoped that as 
the Learning and Capacities of the 
Clergy increaſed, the other way 
might be in great meaſure, if not to- 
tally, laid aſide. And if the Dr. 
had been ſpeaking of the Clergy at 
the times of the Reformation, I 
ſhould have allowed his Diſtinction 
of more learned, and more 1 ignorant 
-Minifters to have been unexceptiona- 
ble; for Longland Biſhop of Lincoln, 
in a Sermon preached before Henry 
VIII. on Good-Friday, 1 538. againſt 
the uſurped Supremacy of the Biſhop 
of Rome, ſays, Centurio and thoſe 
that kept Chriſt, to ſee the Exe- 
© cution done, cried Vere, &c. 
Now if a Biſhop could be ſo mean- 
ly learned as to miſtake Centurio, 
the Name of a military Officer, for 
the proper Name of a Man, we may 
plainly perceive that Learning was at 


N low Ebb amongſt the Clergy 
G of 
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of thoſe Days, and therefore there 
can be but little Reaſon to boaſt ſo 
much as ſome have affected to do 
ever ſince, of the Compleatneſs of 
the Liturgy compiled by the Biſhops 
and Clergy of that Age; but it is very {| 
ſurprizing in the preſent, when the 
Opportunities of being learned are 
ſo remarkable, if any are admitted 
amongſt the Clergy, who deſerve 
the Dr's Epithet, ignorant. Book 
of Martyrs Vol. III. p. 326. 

And as in my Apprehenſion the 
Dr. has paid but a very poor Com- 
pliment to his Brethren of the Clergy 
by repreſenting many of them igno- 
rant, ſo the Sentence immediately 
following is as unfortunately expreſ- 
{ed with Regard to the venerable Or- 
der in general; for in every Profe/- 
fion there are always ſome of infe- 
rior Genius and Capacity, and it 1s 
good for theſe to have ſuch a Provi- 
fron made for them. Now as by 


Pro- 


(45) 
Profeſſion here he can mean no other 
than Trade, Occupation or Employ- 
ment, I fancy he would have taken 
it very heinouſly if another ſhould 
have fallen into ſuch an Overſight, 
and have been as apt as any Body 
to have charged him with Indecency 
of Language, and Diſreſpect to the 
Gown ; but if the Dr. will conſider 
it, he has not given any great Proof 
herein of his own ſuperior Genius 


and Capacity, becauſe there is a very 


wide Difference betwixt the Caſe of 
bungling Artificers, and unſkilful 
Tradeſmen, and that of Divines of 
inferior Genius and Capacity : tor 


when a Man has ſerved an Appren- 


tiſhip to a Trade, if he turns out 


a very indifferent Hand, or ever fo 


little Maſter of his Profeſſion, tio 
impoſſible to hinder him from ſet- 
ting up his Buſineſs ; but in reſpect 
to the Clergy, the Cafe will admit 


of no manner of Compariſon, be- 


G 2 cauſe 
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- cauſe after having been ever ſo long 
at the Univerſity, a Man cannot 
from thence aſſume the Office of a 
Miniſter, till he has paſſed the an- 
tecedent Trials which are always re- 
quired, and always ſubmitted to, 

before they receive Orders from the 
Biſhop; as therefore they are always 
examined as to their Knowledge of 
the learned Languages, Philoſophy, 
and Divinity, to whoſe Door muſt 
the Fault be laid if the Dr. can find 
a number of ignorant Men, of Men 
of inferior Genius and Capacity a- 
mongſt his Brethren ? 'tis very poſ- 
ible indeed through the Conceit, 

Fondneſs, or Avarice of Parents, 
that ſome Youths may be ſent to the 
Univerſities that have no manner of 
Genius for Learning ; and doubtleſs 
there are others that through Idleneſs 
are incapable of going through ſuch 
an Examination as is abſolutely ne- 
cellary that all that are admitted to 
holy 


( 47.) 


holy Orders ſhould come under. 


And when this happens to be the 
Caſe, what is to be done? Is it not 
evident to a Demonſtration, both 
from Scripture and Reaſon, that the 
Biſhops to whom any ſuch Perſons 
apply for Ordination, ought to refuſe 
it to both thoſe ſorts of Men? Ought 
they not with Compaſſion to adviſe 
thoſe they apprehend incapable from 
a natural Defect, to betake them- 
ſelves to ſome Buſinch that they may 
have a Capacity for, and with due 
Severity to rebuke thoſe who have 
miſ-ſpent their Time, and not im- 
proved their Faculties, and never to 
accept them till by Application and 
Diligence they have render'd them- 
ſelves capable of the Office they 
would undertake? And. to the Ho- 
nour of ſome of the Biſhops I know 
this has been done. And as it is al- 
ways in their Power to exclude 19 
norant Perſons, or thoſe of inferior 

Ceninus 
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Genius and Capacity, and the Cir- 
cumſtances of the eſtabliſhed Church 
are fo vaſtly different in this reſpect 
in the preſent Age, from what they 
were at the time of the Reformation, 
nothing can be more evident than 
that the Plea for having Forms of 
Prayer for the Aſſiſtance of the ig- 
norant, and of thoſe of inferior Ge- 
nius and Capacity is impertinent and 
abſurd; let me add that thoſe that 
are capable of preaching, without 
the Help of Homilies, to the Edifi- 
cation of the People, are as capable 
of praying to their Edification with- 
out the Help of preſcribed Forms. 
The next Argument advanced by 
the Dr. in favour of his Scheme 1s as 
follows. Moreover it better eſtab- 
liſhes and ſecures the Unity of Faith 
and Worſhip, hinders the Heterodox 
from infuſing their particular Mo— 
tions in their Prayers, which is per- 
haps the moſ} artful and plauſible 


Way 
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way of infuſing them, reduces all 
hs: Churches to an Uniformity, pre- 
vents any Diſagreement or Contra- 
diction in their Petitions, and in- 
ftrufs them as they worſhip the ſame 
God, to worſhip him with the ſame 
Mind and Voice. And finally it is 
ſhewing to all the World the Terms 
of our Communion, and giving them 
a fair Opportunity of examining 
them before they join in it. Now 
to ſuppoſe that the enjoining of Forms 
of Prayer to be read by all Mini- 
ſters will make them believe all the 
Principles contained in them, is juſt 
as good Senſe as to ſuppoſe, that all 
that ſubſcribe the Articles required 
to be ſubſcribed, do always believe 
the Do&rines they aſſert; but it is 
very certain a Man may ſubſcribe a 


Set of Articles or read over a Set of 


Prayers, and not believe the Doc- 
trines or Principles they contain. 
How far ſuch a Conduct is conſiſtent 

with 
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with Sincerity ought to be conſider- 
ed; to me it appears to be totally ſub- 
verſiye of it, and for that Reaſon I 
am againſt hem both, it being an 
Obſervation that has been frequently 
and moſt juſtly made, that there 


can be no Articles drawn up but 
what an infincere Man will ſubſcribe; 
and therefore Burnet's Expoſition 
of the Articles is ſo far from deſerv- 


ing to be extolled as an excellent and 


moſt uſeful Work, as it has been by 


many, that it is in Effect only an 


Attempt to palliate Inſincerity, and 
by the ſame Method as he has taken 
to make: the Articles go down with 


Antipredeſtinarians, a Man might 


undertake to explain the Koran of 


Mohammed, ſo as that a Chriſtian 
might r it. I may add, nor 
can any - Forms of Prayer be com- 
poſed but what an inſincere Man will 
read. So that preſcribed Articles and 
Foros will very probably exclude 


many 
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many honeſt conſcientious Men out 
of the Church; but prove no man- 
ner of Bar or Security againſt thoſe 
of the contrary Character, and of 
courſe this very Argument which 1s 
produced in favour of preſcribed 
Prayers, if duly regarded in its Con- 
ſequences, is in Reality one of the 
ſtrongeſt Arguments againſt them, 
for if a Miniſter who prays without 
a Form, mixes ſuch Principles with 
his Prayers as I cannot affent to, I 
have an Opportunity of joining with 
another who introduces none but 
ſuch as appear to me conſiſtent both 
with Scripture and Reaſon ; but in 
the other Caſe there is no poſſible 
Remedy; but if there are things un- 
intelligible unſcriptural, or irrati- 
onal, contained in thoſe Forms that 
are preſeribed by Power, and en- 


forced by Penalties, I muſt always 


be diſturbed with hearing them, and 


am ſure to have my Devotion inter- 


H rupted 
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rupted for longer or ſhorter Spaces, 
as they come in their turn to be re- 
peated by the Miniſter, who dares 

not omit or alter any part of them. 
What follows immediately after 
the laſt cited Paſſage is, V hereas 
F there be no ſtated regular Forms, 
we muſt have a ſort of implicit Faith 
in every Miniſter, aſſent we know not 
why, and pray for we know not what. 
This is moſt abſurdly and unphilo- 
ſophically ſaid, one would think 
a Man that is capable of talking in 
this lax and inaccurate manner of 
the Operations of the intellectual Fa- 
culties, ſhould be very little acquaint- 
ed with Reflections upon what paſ- 
ſes in his own Breaſt ; the Aſſent of 
the Mind always follows the Reality 
or Appearance of Truth; I would 
aik the Dr. whether he has it in his 
Power to refuſe his Aſſent to the 
Propoſition that two and two make 
four, or can he give his Aſſent to 
this, 


97. 

this, two and three make fix, nei- 
ther 1s it poſſible that we ſhould pray 
for we know not what. That which 
we have no Idea of can never be the 
Object of our Deſire, or the Matter 
of our Petitions, he might as pro- 
perly have ſaid, that a conſcious Be- 
ing may exiſt without Ideas, or a 

rational Being without Perception. 
The Lawfulneſs and Expediency 
of ſet Forms of Prayer are mentioned 
in the ſame Page. As to the Law- 
Fulneſs of fet Forms of Prayer, I al- 
low that a Prayer 1 is not unlawful 
merely becauſe it is drawn up by an- 
other, but then that Prayer muſt 
be of the general kind ; it muſt com- 
prehend none of the Points that are 
controverted amongſt Chriſtians, net- 
ther ought it to contain any things 
of doubtful Diſputation, for J hope 
the Dr. will agree that no ſincere 
Miniſter (and without Sincerity he 
is no Miniſter at all in the Sight of 
H 2 "God) 
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God) can with the external Matks 


of Solemnity and Seriouſneſs, and 


with an expreſs Exhortation to the 
People to accompany him with a pure 
Heart, and humble Voice, unto the 
Throne of the heavenly Grace ſaying 
after him, pronounce thoſe things 
in a profeſſed Addreſs to the divine 
Being, which he does not himſelf 
believe. A Man that is capable of 
acting in ſuch a manner, deſerves a 
worſe term than any of thoſe con- 
temptuous ones, Crudities, Incohe- 
rencies, Freaks, Rants, Fanatici/m, 
Enthuſiaſm, &c. which the Dr. fo 
liberally beftows on thoſe who pray 
re ae a preſcribed Form; for as 


Actions have in many 9155 as real 


and expreſſive a Language as Words, 

the very pronouncing an Expreſſion 
in a Form of Prayer to which a 
Man gives no Aſſent, is downright 
Hypocrify and ſolemn Mockery of 
God. And it a Man ſhould ho as 
* | ſhamed | 
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ſhamed of appearing with undigeſt- 
ed Crudities before his earthly So- 
vereign, much more ought he to be 
aſhamed of appearin before his Hea- 
venly Sovereign with Falſhood in his 
Mouth, and Inſincerity in his Heart, 
and whilſt by his Actions he profeſ- 
ſes to pray to God, to haye his Heart 
far from him. As to the Expedien- 
cy of ſet Forms of Prayer, the great 
Benefit pretended by the Injunction 
of Forms of Prayer, and Articles 
of Faith, which is to have all Mi- 
niſters dad private Chriſtians of that 
ary of the ſame Opinion, 
is not only in effect to lay the Charge 
4 Imperfe ection or Unintclligiblenck, 


gainſt the Revelation given us by 


God, not only to aſſume a Superio- 


rity in point of knowing the Will of 


God beyond even the inſpired Au- 
thors of the Scriptures, not only to 
arrogate a Right of authoritative De- 


termination of the Senſe of holy Writ, 
of 
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of which there are not the leaſt 
Footſteps of a Commiſſion being 
given in the Word of God, but it is 
in direct Conſequence alſo to aſſert 
that it is neceſſary that all Chriſtians 
ſhould believe alike, whereas from 
the Conſtitution of human Nature, 
from the different Capacities and 
Opportunities Men have for Know- 
ledge, as well as from the frequent 
Injunctions of Charity and mutual 
Forbearance in the New Teſtament, 
nothing can be more evident than 
that no ſuch Uniformity of thinking 
was ever to be expected, nor re- 
quired, and that the ſublimeſt Cha- 
racer of a Chriſtian conſiſts in the 
Exerciſe of Candour and Affection 
towards thoſe who are not of the 
ſame Sentiments with himſelf; 
hence it is declared, that without 
the Operation of this Virtue, all other 
Attainments are abſolutely inſignifi- 
cant, Rom. xili. and on this Prin- 


ciple 
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ciple is founded that moſt ſublime 
and elegant Encomium given of it, 
Col. iii. 14. And Charity which is 
the Bond of Per fefineſs. | 

There is nothing in his general 
Reflections upon the Subject that af- 
fects the Argument betwixt us, but 
what has been already ſufficiently 


obviated, except the Parallel he is 


pleaſed to make betwixt the Papiſts 


and Proteſtant Diſſenters, page 28. 

which is of a piece with the reſt of 
his Diſcourſe; and here he repeats 
almoſt verbatim what he had ſaid 
before, a plain proof that he thinks 
it very nervous reaſoning, the People 
(i. e. amongſt the Diſſenters) are 
only Hearers, and they muſt hear 
before they can e and they 
muſt underſtand before they can ap- 
prove, and they muſt approve before 
they can join in any Petition, all 
which is impoſſible to be done in an 
Inſtant while one is ſpeaking. How 


UNAC- 
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unaccountable is Bigotry and blind 
Zeal! Is there any greater Difficulty 
in underſtanding or not wile yes | 
ing, in approving or not approving, 
in Joining or not j0ining in a Sen- 
tence conſidered as formed into a Pe- 
tition, or part of a Prayer, than it is 
to under land, approve or diſap- 
prove a Sentence confider'd as part 
of a Sermon. It is very poſlible, 
and often complained of, that a Mi- 
niſter reads the Prayers with ſuch a 
Rapidity of Pronunciation, not ob- 
ſerving the proper Pauſes and Peri- 
ods, ſo as to confuſe thoſe that hear 
and deſire to join with him, and by 
this Means it becomes very difficult, 
if not ſometimes impoſſible, for the 
Congregation to keep pace with him: 
through this Defect the Devotion of 
the People is diſſipated and prevent- 
ed, and the Intention of their At-. 
tendance defeated. The ſame Ob- 
ſervation may likewiſe be applied to 

a 
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a Sermon which if rapidly or injudi- 
ciouſſy pronounced, becomes diſa- 
greeable, confus d, and often unin- 
telligible; but I can aſſure the Dr. 
I deſign no perſonal Reflection on 
himſelf; for I underſtood his Ser- 
mon as well when I heard it, as 1 
do now it is printed ; I approved or 
diſapproved as much of it then in 
hearing, as I do now in writing, 
and according to the undoubted 
Right of a Proteſtant and a Brito, 
have fairly conſidered his Piſcourſe, 
and given the Reaſons of my Di/- 
roba em. 
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APPENDIX I. 


WILL here give a ſhort Spe- 
cimen of obſolete or altered 
Words in the Liturgy, and 
would undertake to compole a Pray- 
er out of theſe only, which would 
be unintelligible to- the People, I 
have not touched upon Phraſes, of 
which Numbers might be produced, 
and give me leave to obſerve to the 
Admirers of the Liturgy, that an 
obſolete Phraſe, or Word, is as 
really unintelligible, when it occurs 
but once in a Page, as when you 
meet with it in every Line. 

Ports for Gates, raviſh for ſpoil, 
holpen for helped, ramping for ra- 
venous, Hell for the Grave, wax- 
21: for become, /uftily tor earneſtly, 
luſteth for deſireth, mows for Mouths, 
communing for converſing, knap- 


peth 
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peth for breaketh, ſecretly for in- 
wardly, fittings for Wanderings, 
commune for conſult, Ground for 
bottom, refrain for reſtrain, whole 
for ſincere, merrily for chearfully, 
Worfhi p for Honour, Inuit for unite, 
plagued for afflicted, well liking 
for flouriſhing, Credence for Be- 
lief, Ceremonies for Statutes, occu 
pied for employed, ſore for very 
much, Health ſometimes for Sal- 
vation, and ſometimes for I know 
not what, Deſpitefulneſs for Malice, 
abide for bear, laud for praiſe, Go- 
vernance for Government, marvels 
for wonders, noveth for exhorteth, 
yield for give, Iauding for praiſing, 
eſchew for avoid, prevent and pre- 
venting for aſſiſt and aſſiſting, Pi- 
tifulneſs for Compaſſion, Willineſs 
for Craft, further and furtherance 
for aſſiſt and Aſliſtance. Now if 
the copious and expreſſive Diction 
of -the modern Engliſh, which as 

oo 5 much 
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much exceeds the Language of our 
Predeceſſors a couple of Centuries 
ago, as the Learning and all other 
Improvements of the preſent Age 
exceed theirs, if good Language be 
expected in a Sermon, and the Ef- 
fect of it is too well known to want 
to be enlarged upon, why ſhould 
Publick Prayers be continued in the 
uncouth Lowneſs, or obſolete Muſti- 
neſs of two hundred. Years? or is it 
poſlible to conceive . that our Deyo- 
tion would not be aflifted and ele- 
vated by the Propriety, Intelligible- 
neſs, and Expreſſiveneſs of modern 


Engliſh? 1 
APPENDIX II. 

$ IT did not ſee the Dr 8. Faſt- 
Sermon till the Anſwer to 

the other was drawn up, I will here 

take Notice of a couple of Paſſages 


in that, which I think ought not to 
| paſs 


ak 99 
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2 unobſeryed ; the firſt is in p. 94. 
I cannot but congratulate the Diſ- 
ſenters, and myſelf amongſt them, 
that however roughly the Dr. has 
uſed us in his Sermon on the Litur- 

„ ſo that I was afraid he had 
thought us a mere Nuſance in Socie- 
ty, he has at length found us to be 
good for ſomething, has done us the 
Honour to call us Brethren, and 
truſts we will unite as Brethren, 


o 


not only upon the preſent, but upon 
all fo - . 17 of ye the 2 
Good, and watch and guard againſt 
Popery, which would equally deſtroy 
ws both. I own I am much better 
pleaſed to hear him ſay. ſo, than 
as ſome of his Brethren, have often 
ſaid, that they had rather be Papiſts 
than Preſbyterians; one would be 
tempted to think that he had drop- 
ped a food deal of his Rigour, and 


as he honours us with the Title of 


Brethren, and acknowledges his 
Hopes 
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Hopes chat we would unite both in 
the Defence of our ſelves and the 
Church, againſt the Common Ene- 

my, chat we might hope for the fu- 


ture to be treated in a manner that 4 
Friends ought to expect; but I am 


afraid we ought not to be too fan- 
guine in our Expe tions of this 
kind; there i 1s abundance of Diffe- 
Wis" betwixt a Man's calling out 
for the Aſfiſtance of a Neighbour 
when his Houſe is on Fil ire, and do- 
ing Juſtice "afterwards in a Point 
conteſted betwixt that” Man and his 

Neighbour. * This is not the fir 

time when the Church of England 
has been i in imminent Dang er of the 
coming in of Pope pery. In 2 the 
2d's Reign it was as much in Danger, 
and their Divines then profeſſed a 
great Sorrow for paſt Rigour, and 
a great Diſpoſition to come to @ Tem- 
per with the Diſſenters. But as 


ſoon as the Clouds of Danger, with 
which 


= 


* 


* 
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which they were threatned, were 
diſpers'd by the Revolution, their 
Moderation alſo vaniſhed, and even 


the bare Toleration we enjoy has 
been the Subject of Complaints with 


many of them ever fince. 


But if the Dr. be in earneſt in 
his late profeſſed Affection for his 
Brethren the Diſſenters, whoſe Help 
he was willing to accept in time of 
Danger, and in which he ruſted, 
he will now have an Opportunity of 
contributing to reſtore them to the 
Poſſeſſion of what they have as na- 
tural a Right to as Britons, and as 
great Reaſon to expect as good Sub- 


jects, as any whatſoever, but he 


will alſo therein conduce to the re- 
forming of one of the moſt heinous 
and aggravated of theſe national Sins, 
which all good Chriſtians have the 
greateſt Cauſe to deplore, and to 


uſe their utmoſt Intereſt to reform. 
| | The 
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former Head, againſt Depravity and 
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The other thing that I ſhall take 
Notice'of is, that the Dr. has with 
great Juſtice expoſed and condem- 
ned ſome of our national Vices, as 
rhe great Decay of publick Virtue, 
and the Love of our Country, p. 87. 
and the Lurury and Diffelutench 
of the Age. p. 91. he juſtly inveighs 
againſt vicious Self-Love under the 


Corruption of Manners under the 
latter, but has omitted the grand na- 
tional Sin of all, and that which 
ought to be ſtigmatiz d as the Mo- 
ther in great Meaſure of all other 
Abominations, I mean the Sacra- 
mental Teft: As a Diſſenter I look 
upon it as an unjuſt Abridgment of 
the natural Rights of our whole Bo- 
dy, of whom it may be ſaid with 
M 22 and Truth, that they are at 
leaſt as good Members of the Com- 
monwealth, and as good Subjects of 


the Royal Family that are ſo hap- 


pily 


1 
pily ſettled on the Throne, as thoſe 
of the eſtabliſhed Church, and there- 
fore have an equal Right to expect 
the ſame Advantages of Civil Society, 
and notwithſtanding the long Con- 
tinuance of this oppreſſive and in- 
jurious Law; though they had juſt 
Reaſon to Hope that their unmerit- 
ed Fetters would long ago have been 
taken off, yet nothing has ſtaggered 
their analterable Loyalty, but they 
have ſtill the Honour of being able 
to repeat what they ſo juſtly glori- 
ed 60 occaſion F 72 lat, that 
in the preſent moſt unnatural and 
traitorous Rebellion not a ſingle Diſ- 
ſenter has been engaged in it. 
Thus if the 20% be conſider'd in 
the Light of the Law of Nature, and 
in Conſiſtency with all the valuable 
Ends of Civil or national Societies, 
the great Deſign of which is to ſe- 
cure to all uſeful Members of the 
Community the equal . 
| K ol 
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of Liberty, both Religious and Civil, 
and an equal Capacity of diſcharg- 
ing the Offices of the Common- 
wealth, when the Government thinks 
them qualified for any of them by 
their Ability and Integrity, without 
being fetter'd with negative Diſcou- 
ragements, and undeſerved Exclu- 
ſions; nothing can be more evident 
to every honeſt and impartial Mind, 
than that the Teſt Act is moſt inju- 
rious and oppreſſive. 

But if we view it in the Light of 
Chriſtianity, and conſider, as every 
conſiſtent Chriſtian will, how it a- 
grees with the genuine Spirit and in- 
tention of the Goſpel, we ſhall find 
it to be totally ſubverſive of it, no- 
thing can be more evident than that 
the Lord's Supper was inſtituted 
purely for ſpiritual Purpoſes, to com- 
memorate the Example, Sufferings, 
Death, Reſurrection, Aſcenſion and + 
Interceſſion of our bleſſed Nate, 

an 


| ( 69) 
and thereby to incite Chriſtians to a 
Life of Faith and Piety, as the Ground 
of their Acceptance with God, as 
well as of their Admiſſion to the 
Communion of the Church of Chrift 
in this Sacrament, which being /o 
divine and comfortable a Thing to 
them who receive it worthily, and 
fo dangerous to them that will pre- 
fume to receive it unmworthily, my 
Duty (ſays the Miniſter of the e- 
ſtabliſh'd Church, when giving 
Warning for the celebration of the 
holy Communion) is 0 exhort you 
in the mean Seaſon to confider the 
Dignity of that holy Myſtery, and 
the great Peril of the unworthy re- 
cerving thereof, and ſo to ſearch and 
examine your own Conſciences, that 
ye may come holy and clean to ſuch a 
heavenly Feat. And as it is the 
indiſpenſable Duty of every one that 
comes to the Lord's Supper, to fol- 
low ſuch Exhortations, it is mani- 


K 2 feſtly 
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feſtly as - incumbent on the Miniſter 
that is to adminiſter it, to admit no 
Perſon of a notoriouſly profane and 
wicked Character to partake of it, 
but that Multitudes of ſuch are ad- 
mitted, who are induced by the 
mere Lucre of an Office, who ne- 
ver did receive it before, nor ever 
repeat it, except the Qualification 
for a new Poſt requires it, is a Fact 
that cannot bg ,diſputed. The Sa- 
crament, 1s therefore a double Profa- 
nation of this ſacred Ordinance, as it 
is a Proſtitution of what was inſtitu- 
ted by Chriſt for ſpiritual Purpoſes, 
to a mere Qualification for a tem- 
poral Office ; and as it is the means 
of admitting to the Table of the 

Lord many that are unworthy of 
the Name of Chriſtians, and of ſome 
who even deny Chriſtianity to be a 
Revelation from God. And yet, 
moſt ſhocking and moſt deplorable * 
to think on, that very Body of Cler- 


gy 
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gy who, as Chriſtians, ought to 
look upon this Law as the great- 
eſt Diſhonour to divine Reve- 
lation as well as the greateſt In- 
fringement of their unqueſtionable 
Right both from Reaſon and Scrip- 
ture, are the grand Oppoſers of the 
Repeal of this unrighteous and de- 
teſtable Act, as repugnant to the 
Chriſtian Religion, as to the Birth- 
right of Britons. And as they may 
be juſtly challenged ro produce any 
greater Cauſes of the Propagation of 
Immorality and Infidelity atnongſt 
us, than their Subſcription to Arti- 
cles, which they do not believe, and 
their Admiſſion of thoſe to the Lord's 
Supper, whom they know to be un- 
worthy, let them no longer lament 
the Increaſe of Vice, or the Growth 


of Deiſm, but reflect upon the Say- 


ing of one of the Popes, which I can 
aſſure them is frequently applied to 
them by the Deiſts: Quantum lucri 
nobis tulit, &c. 
VVV 
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